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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy

Rationale
A child’s first years in school provide the foundation for lifelong learning. Good learning
habits and positive attitudes are fostered from the earliest stage, building on home-life
experiences and the work of any pre-school settings. At Uffculme Primary School we believe
that we need to work together, alongside the children, their families and a range of other
professionals to support the children in their learning. We also recognise that our children
will begin school with a wide range of knowledge and experience, and we aim to draw upon
and develop these skills throughout school.
We are committed to nourishing each child’s self-esteem, self-worth and self-confidence as
well as developing children’s knowledge and skills. We achieve this through a carefully
planned environment, and range of learning opportunities that are both child initiated and
adult led. As a team we place high importance on providing the children with a range of reallife, fun and challenging activities to develop their independence, and provide them with a
sound knowledge and skills base across the seven areas of learning as outlined in the Early
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
Aims
The early years education we offer the children in our care is based upon the EYFS guidance
and takes into account the following principles:










To learn to learn and develop a joy and enthusiasm for learning. This includes the
skills to stay safe, be happy and healthy, to enjoy and achieve, to make a positive
contribution, and begin to understand the drive to achieve economic well-being.
To provide safe, happy and challenging learning environments, both inside and
outside, where children can develop the skills and knowledge needed to become
successful, confident and independent learners;
To offer a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that
matches the needs of the children in our care and opportunities that reflect the
importance of all children;
To ensure rich and stimulating provision that enables children to develop their minds
and bodies, and from which no child is excluded or disadvantaged;
To build upon what our children already know and can do, supporting and extending
the development of all;
To prepare the children for a successful transition to Key Stage One, through effective
partnership with KS1 teachers, and through the use of effective data tracking and
planning.

The EYFS is based upon four principles:




A Unique Child
Positive Relationships
Enabling Environments



Learning and Development

A Unique Child
At Uffculme Primary School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in
individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are
influenced by feedback from others and the environment that we create to encourage
children to develop a positive attitude to learning. Our teaching aims to build upon previous
knowledge, and support, to enhance and develop the children’s varying skills, knowledge
and backgrounds.
Equal Opportunities
This policy is to be considered in line with our Equalities Duties (published separately) and
we will ensure that at all times we will seek to promote equal opportunities and good race
relations, avoiding discrimination against anyone for reasons of ethnicity, disability or
gender. Appropriate action will be taken in cases of harassment and discrimination.
We set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of all our children. We
achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special
educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all
social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse
linguistic backgrounds.
We meet the needs of our children through:







Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience
and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;
Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;
Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support and extension as
necessary;
Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help
them to learn effectively;
Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contributions of
all children and their parents/carers are valued;
Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and
stereotyping;

Inclusion
Children with special educational needs will be given support as appropriate to enable them
to benefit from the curriculum. This includes children that are more able, and those with
specific learning difficulties and disabilities. Further information is available within our Special
Educational Needs/Inclusion policy.

Welfare
In our Foundation Stage classrooms teaching, learning and social development take place
through play and active learning in a secure environment in which children feel included,
protected and valued. We believe that children learn best when they are healthy, safe and
secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with
the adults caring for them. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to
help them understand why they exist (see EYFS Behaviour Policy). We provide children with
choices to help them develop these important life skills. Children should be allowed to take
managed risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. There are clear
procedures for assessing risk (see whole school risk assessment policy) which includes
procedures for keeping children safe during outings and for any aspects of the environment
or provision that may require a further risk assessment.
At Uffculme Primary School we understand that we are legally required to comply with
certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation
Stage. We understand that we are required to:
 Promote the welfare of all children;
 Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action
when children are ill;
 Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of
development and individual needs (see EYFS Behaviour Policy);
 Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have access to them are suitable to
do so;
 Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose;
 Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development
experiences tailored to meet their needs;
 Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of
the setting and to meet the needs of the children.
Positive Relationships
At Uffculme Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent
learners through warm, trusting relationships. Through good relationships children will
respond positively to challenges and feel confident to try things out without fear of failure.
All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop respectful, secure relationships with all
children and their parents/carers, interacting positively and taking time to listen and
communicate with them.
Positive Interactions
Effective teaching means systematically helping children to learn so that they make
connections in their learning, are actively led forward, and can reflect on their learning. The
more practitioners know about each child, the better they are able to support and extend
each child’s learning and are able to judge when they are ready to be taught new skills.
Practitioners observe children sensitively and respond appropriately to encourage and
extend curiosity and learning. Through observation they discover what children like to do,

and when they feel confident, scared or frustrated, and use this knowledge to support
children taking their lead and direction from what children say or do. Children are taught
about respecting themselves and each other, this includes understanding and recognising
feelings and supporting children in developing friendships. Practitioners set an example
through open and friendly professional relationships and by developing a good relationship
with parents/carers.
Parents/Carers as Partners
We recognise that parents/carers are children’s first and most enduring educators and we
highly value the contribution that they make. We welcome and value parent/carer
contributions and aim to promote effective home/school links. All staff aim to be
approachable and welcoming, developing good lines of communication, and reflecting on
practice with parents and carers. We recognise the role that parents/carers have played, and
their future role, in educating their children. We do this through:










Meeting and talking to parents/carers about their child before their child starts in
our school.
All parents/carers and children have the opportunity to spend time with their
teacher prior to starting at our school during a home visit, and when they are due
to start in Reception through a number of visits to their new classroom.
Offering parents/carers regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress
and development, and sharing their child’s “Learning Journal”.
Parent workshops focused on a particular area of learning (i.e Phonics).
Encouraging parents/carers to talk to their child’s teachers about any concerns
they may have as soon as they arise.
Arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration
between child, school and parents/carers. For example, themed activity days and
assemblies.
Providing space in the child’s “Learning Journal ” for parents/carers to leave
comments relating to their child’s achievements, through wow moments.

Enabling Environments
We recognise that the school environment plays a key role in supporting and extending
children’s development. We aim to create and develop a learning environment which is rich
and stimulating, providing a structure for teaching within which the children will learn
through experimentation, exploration, and planning. This begins by observing the children
and assessing their interests, development and learning, before planning challenging but
achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s learning.
Planning
We aim to plan a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that incorporates children’s
different learning styles and is adapted to the individual’s needs and interests, with a real
balance between child initiated and adult directed tasks both indoors and outdoors.
Planning should reflect that all areas (personal, social, emotional, physical and intellectual)

are interrelated and learning activities should be planned and purposeful and may have
outcomes drawn from across the seven curriculum areas.
We provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are planned, and activities
that they plan or initiate themselves, building in opportunities for interventions by adults,
which will engage children in the learning process and support them in making progress.
We recognise that planning will need to be adapted and altered to reflect the children’s
needs and interests as identified through observations and monitoring, and will build upon
the learning, dispositions and attitudes shown. The planning formats we use have been
designed to reflect this and to allow for flexibility and spontaneity. Planning for each
curriculum area is displayed in the classrooms to enable access by all practitioners working in
the setting.
Assessment
The monitoring of each child’s progress throughout the Foundation Stage is essential to
ensure that they are making good progress and that issues in any areas of learning, whatever
the cause, are identified. Children are assessed on entry to school through a baseline test.
Each child is then assessed throughout the year against the Foundation Stage Profile and
individual information recorded in a ‘Learning Journal’. Children are assessed regularly
through:





careful observations carried out while children are engaged in classroom activities, in
order to gain an insight into children’s interests, dispositions and what they can do;
careful observations carried out during focused group work/whole class teaching in
order to assess children’s level of understanding related to specific skills and
concepts;
discussion with children about their interests and their learning.

All observations, assessments and recordings are an integral part of teaching, as they inform
future planning for children’s needs, learning dispositions and interests, and form a basis for
parent consultations three times a year (including the initial home visit / parents’ meeting).
They are also used to set next steps and aid early identification of special need, gifted,
talented, etc. On transfer to Key Stage 1 assessments against the Foundation Stage Profile
will be passed on to each teacher and the Foundation Leader will work with the KS1 Leader
to level children’s writing in order to give a clear picture of where each child is.
The Learning Environment
We strive to create an environment of trust, security and inclusion, which allows learning to
take place through play, discovery, choice, decision making and the freedom to learn from
mistakes. We have developed a clear classroom ethos which is:





To provide an inclusive and diverse curriculum which every child can access whatever
their gender, racial origin, culture, language or ability by using their skills, knowledge
and experience to enrich their learning;
To nurture the whole child in all areas of development- social, emotional, physical,
intellectual, moral, cultural and spiritual;
To establish a well organised, well-resourced classroom that encourages children to








become increasingly independent;
To provide a challenging, stimulating, nurturing and positive environment within
which every child feels secure, valued and happy enabling them to take risks in order
to extend their learning;
To encourage children to be reflective and self-evaluating learners by providing them
with opportunities to experiment and discover;
To encourage children to see themselves as successful through understanding, praise
and encouragement from adults and each other;
To encourage children to be active learners through first-hand experience in
meaningful contexts both indoors and outdoors;
To provide opportunities for the children to learn to co-operate, negotiate and work
alongside each other.

The learning environment is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and
safely. There are areas where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. The environment
is set up in learning areas, where children are able to find and locate equipment and
resources independently. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community
that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the children to make their
own selection of the activities on offer, as this encourages independent learning. There is
also a well-resourced outdoor area in the Foundation Stage. Being outdoors offers
opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It
offers the children the opportunity to explore, use their senses and be physically active and
exuberant, and encourages development in all seven areas of learning.
Learning and Development
Children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of
learning and development equally and understand that they are all interconnected. We
endeavor to provide opportunities to enhance each child’s curiosity, motivation, persistence
and independence through a challenging, enjoyable, meaningful and relevant curriculum
with provision to incorporate the skills and knowledge that our children join us with. The
range of approaches employed provides first-hand experiences, gives clear explanations,
make appropriate interventions, and extends and develops learning. Through this all children
are encouraged to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop independence
and self-management.
Curriculum
The Early Years Curriculum for the Foundation Stage is organised into seven areas of learning
all of which are interrelated and of equal importance. None of these areas can be delivered
in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend on each other. All areas
are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities.
1) Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area of learning is about emotional well-being, knowing who you are and where you fit
in and feeling good about yourself. It is also about developing respect for others, social
competence and a positive disposition to learning. PSE development feeds into all subjects

of the national curriculum. On entry to Reception the children are measured against the
Leuven scale of well-being and involvement. This information is used to deliver whole-class
and individual social and emotional support.
2) Physical Development
This area of learning includes large and small scale physical activity which develops an
awareness and increased control of children’s own bodies. Physical Development leads into
the National Curriculum for Physical Education.
3) Communication and Language
This area of learning includes listening and attention, understanding and speaking.
Communication and Language links directly into the English National Curriculum and the
Literacy Strategy.
4) Literacy
This area of learning includes reading and writing, linking sounds to letters and reading and
writing simple words and sentences.
5) Mathematics
This area includes number recognition and shape, space and measures. Mathematical
Development links directly into the Maths National Curriculum and the Numeracy Strategy.
6) Understanding the World
This area includes people and communities, the world and technology. In this area of
learning children are developing the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding that help
them to make sense of the world. Understanding the world forms the foundation for later
work in Science, Design and Technology, History, Geography and Information and
Communication Technology.
7) Expressive Arts and Design
This area of learning includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. Expressive
Arts and Design leads into the National Curriculum for Art and Design, Physical Education,
Music and Design and Technology.
Teaching and Learning Style
Teaching and learning is undertaken indoors and outdoors and should underpin all future
learning by supporting, fostering, promoting and developing children’s:





Positive attitudes and disposition towards their learning, in particular an enthusiasm
for knowledge and learning and a confidence in their ability to become successful
learners;
Social skills by providing opportunities that enable them to learn how to co-operate
and work harmoniously alongside and with each other and to listen to each other;
Attention skills and persistence, in particular their capacity to concentrate on their
own play or on group tasks;




Reading and writing by providing opportunities for all children to explore, enjoy,
learn about and use words and numbers;
Physical development by providing opportunities for all children to develop and
practice their fine and gross motor skills and to increase their understanding of how
their bodies work and what they need to do to be healthy and safe.

Play and active learning in the Foundation Stage
A balance of explorative and structured activity is a key to children’s social, emotional and
educational development. Through play our children explore and develop learning
experiences, which help them make sense of the world. Active learning occurs when children
are motivated and interested. Children need to have some independence and control over
their learning. As children develop their confidence they learn to make decisions. It provides
children with a sense of satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.
They are encouraged to select and undertake free exploration of equipment and materials,
thus developing creativity and imagination. Adults encourage children to talk about their
learning and extend and support their understanding.
Creativity and Critical Thinking
Children should be given opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning, not just
through the arts. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them to make connections
by showing genuine interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open
questions. Children can access resources freely and are allowed to move them around the
setting to extend their learning.
Monitoring and review
This policy is monitored by the Head teacher and will be reviewed every five years in line
with the school’s policy programme.
Conclusion
Through this we aim to develop children who are happy, confident, curious individuals,
interested in life and enthusiastic about the challenges they encounter.

